[The possible role of microchimerism in the aetiology of autoimmune diseases].
The aetiology of several autoimmune diseases has not yet been elucidated. Microchimerism, the persistence of small numbers ofallogeneic cells in an individual, has been mentioned recently in connection with the occurrence of autoimmune diseases such as systemic sclerosis and juvenile inflammatory idiopathic myopathy. These allogeneic cells can originate from mutual foeto-maternal exchange of blood cells during pregnancy or from a donor after blood transfusion or (organ) transplantation. In some cases, a syndrome then develops that resembles the chronic graft-versus-host reaction after stem-cell transplantation, in which allogeneic cells react with autologous cells. Studies on microchimerism in patients with systemic sclerosis and juvenile inflammatory idiopathic myopathy, compared to controls, sometimes reveal a clearly increased prevalence of microchimerism in patients. However, microchimerism can also be found in healthy individuals. Direct proof of a causal relation between microchimerism and autoimmune diseases does not exist. Additional genetic or environmental factors may be partly responsible for a disturbed balance between tolerance and aggression.